
LOS ANGELES RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION  
A Watershed Moment for Urban Riparian Revival 



THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
WAS FOUNDED BECAUSE OF OUR RIVER. 

The pre-channelized Los Angeles River near the future Griffith Park. 

El Río de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula 
 



Image	  at	  le):	  The	  Los	  Angeles	  River:	  	  
Its	  Life,	  Death,	  and	  

Possible	  Rebirth	  (1999)	  
by	  Blake	  Gumprecht;	  Photo	  above:	  LAPL	  

	  

OUR PREDECESSORS 
PARTNERED TO CONTROL THE RIVER 







There	  are	  no	  more	  frogs	  in	  
Frogtown	  (Elysian	  Valley).	  



P-‐22	  is	  stuck	  in	  Griffith	  Park.	  



The	  steelhead	  trout	  is	  gone.	  



Challenges	  



	  
LA	  River	  =	  51	  miles	  
City	  of	  LA	  =	  First	  32	  miles	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
City’s	  Plan	  =	  www.lariver.org	  
Focus	  =	  240+	  mulP-‐benefit	  projects	  
	  

	  

2007	  



Reflects	  Key	  PrioriPes	  of	  City’s	  River	  Plan	  (2007)	  
River Glen/ 
Verdugo	  Wash	  

Taylor	  Yard	  &	  
Arroyo	  Seco	  

LA	  State	  Historic	  Park/	  
&	  Piggyback	  Yard/LATC	  

Downtown	  LA	  

THE	  CITY’S	  2007	  LOS	  ANGELES	  
RIVER	  REVITALIZATION	  PLAN:	  

Restore a Functional 
Riparian Ecosystem (p. 4-19) 



Most Significant Change 
 

Acquisition of the 42-acre “G-2” rail yard parcel 
is critical to LA River revitalization. 



Most Significant Change 
 



US Army Corps of Engineers 
BUILDING STRONG® 
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Recommended Plan 
LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION FEASIBILITY “ARBOR” STUDY 

Riparian Integration via Varied Ecological Reintroduction (RIVER)  

Channel Terracing 

Taylor Yard 

LA State Historic Park 
(Cornfields) Piggyback Yard 

(LATC) 

Verdugo Wash 

Arroyo Seco 





CHALLENGE OF RESTORING A FRAGMENTED SYSTEM: 
CONNECTIVITY IS KEY 

The Los Angeles River 
now drains an 870 
square mile watershed. 
 
The federal study’s 
ecosystem restoration 
focus is on an 11-mile 
portion in the City. 

This area includes existing in-channel riparian 
habitat, 2 major tributary confluences, 3 large 
State parks, and very large habitat areas (e.g., 
Griffith & Elysian Parks). 



Room for the LA River? 
 

Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River 
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Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

In-channel-to-outerbank 
and upstream-to-downstream  
habitat connections are made 
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LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LA River at Taylor Yard 
 



Room for the LA River? 
 

Draft Concept: July 2013 
LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 

RESTORATION 

LA River at Taylor Yard 
 



Room for the LA River? 
 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

Arroyo Seco Confluence with the LA River 



Draft Concept: July 2013 LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

Arroyo Seco Confluence with the LA River 



Room for the LA River? 
 

LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park 
 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
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Draft Concept: 2013 LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park 
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Only in Alts. 16 & 20 does Piggyback Yard— 
connect to the river & foster upstream  
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on both sides 
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The Piggyback Group 
Conceptual Site Plan 

http://piggybackyard.org 

Valley 
Narrows 

Downtown 

125 acres 
East Side of River 
Downtown LA 



Room for the LA River? 
 LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 

RESTORATION 

LATC/Piggyback Yard 
 



Draft Concept: July 2013 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LATC/Piggyback Yard 
 



Image	  at	  le):	  The	  Los	  Angeles	  River:	  	  
Its	  Life,	  Death,	  and	  

Possible	  Rebirth	  (1999)	  
by	  Blake	  Gumprecht;	  Photo	  above:	  LAPL	  

	  

STRONG CASE, STRONG SUPPORT= 
STRONGER PARTNERS 

SUPPORT 
•  Community organizations held a rally in support. 
•  8,500 people signed a petition in support. 
•  Friends of the Los Angeles River gave $1 million. 
•  LA County is a cost-sharing partner. 
•  State is partner on lands/acquisition. 
•  The Nature Conservancy is starting restoration 

work in the project area. 
•  Top project of Urban Waters Federal Partnership 

LA Pilot 

CASE 
•  Restoring ecosystem values in 1 of world’s 5 

Mediterranean-type regions (only in US) 
•  Creating habitat in the Pacific Flyway, an 

important destination for many avian species on 
the international migratory treaty path  

•  Stemming and reversing biodiversity loss in the 
California Floristic Province, one of Top 25 global 
biodiversity loss hotspots 

•  Strengthening critical connectivity to existing 
habitat areas in the Santa Monica and San 
Gabriel mountain ranges, Angeles National Forest 
and Verdugo Hills 

•  Coalition now calling for Los Angeles River to be 
included in the National Park Service Rim of the 
Valley Special Resource Area 



Carol.Armstrong@lacity.org	  
Director,	  LARiverWorks	  
Office	  of	  LA	  Mayor	  Eric	  GarceV	  
www.lamayor.org	  
www.lariver.org	  	  


